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Notes

1. The loss of competence in Hindi is a direct result of the breaking up of the joint
family. (Ramcharitmanasin South Africa: Usha Devi Shukla, 2002: 140).

2. As a Hindi text the Ramacharitamanas contributed to Hindi learning amongst the
labourers, aiding language maintenance and delaying language shift. Especially in
the last decade, it has once again been a factor in reversing language shift to a
significant degree. (Halting Language Shift: Hindiin South Africa, Shukla: 2007: 38)

3. Most Hindis in South Africa have, in more ways than one, adapted to life in a
Western-oriented society; they have adopted some western ways such as dressing
and language, they are still inherently very much Indian. They enjoy Indian food,
dance music, films, literature, religion and the women love to wear the elegant Sari
and Salvar (called Panjabiin South Africa) even today (Ibid, 2002: 137-138)

4. The relationship between Standard Hindi and the two Northern Principal dialects
brought to South Africa, Bhojpuri and Awadhi, is not at all understood by speakers of
these dialects, nor by most teachers of Hindi in South Africa. Most people, learned
and lay alike, characterise "South African Hindi" as a "debased" "broken" language fit
only for the kitchen - a distorted notion stemming from invalid comparisons with
standardized Hindi of Indian films, radio and formal education. (A history of the
Bhojpuri (or Hindi) Language in South Africa: Rajendra Mesthrie, 1985:27)
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